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Introduction

The Gran Via project, an ambitious opera-
tion that spanned four decades, was
undoubtedly one of the biggest urban
operations ever undertaken in Madrid. It
began at the same time as the Haussmann
urban renewal plan for Paris, and had an
enormous social, economic and cultural
impact on the city. The completion of
works on Gran Via around 1929 marked the
start of Madrid’s transition from an old
historic city to a modern metropolis. This
architectural guide looks at some of the

most important projects in Madrid since
1919, including several that have been
built recently.

The 150 projectsin this guide are arranged
in seven routes through the 21 districts
that comprise the Madrid municipality.
Most of them can be viewed from the out-
side and entered, visited by appointment
or are open to the public during the Madrid
Architecture Week held every October,
when guided tours of the city’s most
interesting buildings are available.
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This guidebook showcases 150 buildings from

the past 100 years starting with one of the most
influential urban projects ever: the Gran Via. This main
avenue marked a milestone for Madrid which went
from being a historic city to the modern capital that
it is today. This intervention had been ongoing for
almost two decades with the initial phase of
construction reaching completion circa. 1917.

A selection of the most relevant buildings thereafter
until the present day sheds light on Madrid’s archi-
tecture in relation to its inherent historical context,
including the need for the reconstruction of built
heritage after the Spanish Civil War, the influence
of the Franco dictatorship lasting for almost forty
years, and the new materials and collaborative archi-
tecture that have arisen during the current economic
crisis, among other aspects.

Seven proposed routes lead us through the different
districts that make up the city, as well as those historic
epochs that have made Madrid the city it is today.
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